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The Dialogic Relationship of Shunji Fujita, Housemaster of Hokkaido Home School, with Masatsune Tani,
Principal of This School, and Its Significance:

Focusing on Fujita's Response to the Principal's Lecture, " Paul’s Letter to the Romans.

Kunio Kawahara

Key Words: dialogic relationship, trial and tribulation, educational community, Kosuke Tomeoka,

Hokkaido Home School,confirmation

This paper examines the question of what kind of dialogical relationship Shunji Fujita, the dormitory head
of the Hokkaido Home School, had with Masatsune Tani, the principal of the school. Using Fujita's diary as
a clue, this paper traces Fujita's perception of Tani, based on the reactions of the dormitory students to the
principal's lecture on Paul's "Letter to the Romans. The paper then examines the nature and significance of
the relationship between Fujita and Tani, focusing on the relationship with founder Kosuke Tomeoka's essay
on " Trial and Tribulation" before the school's opening. As a result, it became clear that Tani played the role
of inheriting the central idea of the school, especially "Trial and Tribulation," as an idea and presenting it to
the dormitory students and staff, while Fujita played the role of confirmation of its veracity by providing an
empirical basis for the idea. Through an examination of the interactive relationship in which the mutuality
of such cooperative actions was recognized, this paper has elucidated that the home school under the Tani
and Fujita reigns was unceasingly building an educational community with "Trial and Tribulation," as its

philosophy. We were also able to establish the composition of this community as an ideal type.
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