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This paper describes how Setsuko Fujita (1938-2020), the matron of the Sekijo Family dormitory
of Hokkaido Home School, using the diary of her husband and housemaster, Shunji Fujita (1932—
2014). Relatedly, this paper then examines the conception of ‘family life’ articulated by the school’s
founder, Kosuke Tomeoka (1864-1934), and attempts to elucidate its significance. The paper
reaches the following conclusions:

1) The relationship between matron and boarders in the family house, mainly in the kitchen, was
revealed inter alia through cooking, shopping, listening to personal confidences, intercession, and
nursing. The matrons treated students who were ill, wounded, or discouraged, and actively guided
them in realising their values. As they shared the lives of their boarders, the matron became
involved in the human development, care, treatment, and protection of individual boarders. In this
positive conception of human development, the concept of ‘therapeutic nurture’ has had limited
power to explain the matrons’ treatment of the boarders, leaving some aspects unexplained.

2) To investigate why the matron became involved in the personal development of each student,
this paper elucidates not only the matron’s own involvement but also Shunji Fujita’s expectations
of graduating students in terms of the matron’s practice of ‘being at home’. It then evokes Kosuke
Tomeoka’s conception of the ‘family life’ to explain how matrons guided the human development of
their students. Therefore, this paper traces the housemaster’s ideas on basic human development
via a role-sharing concept practised in a family dormitory that identifies the ‘strengths’ of each
dorm resident, who will be able to practise an interdependent ‘communal life’ through work in the
future. The idea of political education based on the principle of ‘democracy’ was premised on the
inclusion of each individual and the participation of all.

If we consider the characterisation of education in 1) and 2) above as ‘inclusive’ political education,
one which includes opportunities for care and aims to identify the strengths of each individual
student and develop human resources, then Setsuko Fujita’s treatment of the students can be
contrasted with the findings of the current ‘caring democracy (Toronto). In other words, the
uniqueness of the practice of Setsuko Fujita, the matron of the home school, consisted in its
inclusion of the opportunity for education (political education) related to the formation of the
subjects who constitute society based on the idea of democracy while revealing the related structure
of ‘care, education, and politics’. The structure of the current Hokkaido Home School, that is, the
establishment of a branch school within the school to supplement the existing education while

maintaining the small family system, on the one hand, and the establishment of a ‘clinic’, on the
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other hand, is the institutional embodiment of structural relationship between these three factors.
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