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7 1 Assessing Critical Thinking in a

AFAREENET OIS A

Second Language: The MIC Critical Thinking Test

Miyazaki International College The Acceleration Program (AP) Grant
A liberal arts college in southern Japan that has |In 2014, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
taught critical thinking through active learning (MEXT) awarded MIC a competitive grant through the Acceleration Program
strategies for over 20 years. The first college in for University Education Rebuilding (AP). The purpose of the AP is to
Japan to offer almost all of its classes in English.  promote university education reforms to enhance teaching and learning.

The MIC - AP Project Goals

Project Themes: 1) Active Learning and 2) Visualization of Learning Outcomes

1. Develop current practices in active learning, and clarify and implement best practices.
2. Develop a critical thinking measurement and assessment tool.

3. Develop an active learning program for the enhancement of English language skills.

4. Visualize learning outcomes through the use of an ePortfolio.

5. Develop a PDCA cycle for learning by introducing rubric based syllabi.

Purpose of the MIC Critical Thinking Test
* Track the development of students’ critical thinking skills over the course of their programs.
* Develop and optimize teaching practices related to the development of students’ critical thinking skills.

What is Critical Thinking ?
* The ability and disposition to think clearly and rationally about what to do or what to believe (Ellanna n.d.).
* Developed habitually through regular practice, reflection, and application.

Why is Critical Thinking Important ?
* The basis of reflective, rigorous, and engaged active learning.
* Central to the humanistic tradition of developing the individual through free and enlightened inquiry.

MIC CT Test
Annual
Testing

Schedule

3™ year students

after return from
study abroad

1* year students
beginning of 2
semester

NOVEMBER

4t year students

near the end of
* Necessary for responsible civic life, and to partake in social and political critique as engaged global citizens. || degree programs
* For success in the modern workplace as analytic, independent, and innovative thinkers.
The MIC Critical Thinking Test Key Comp ies and Skills (Principal Skills Il )

* A 26 question multiple-choice test delivered in English, accessible to EFL learners. | |owsme meow |Zgfl228l 3¢ | x| 2 ';; 3

7 : 5 tegcal | logkat f;zjn i: 5; x; 3
* Evaluation of 7 core skills through 2 core competencies. merence | whewoce | 33 22| X | §F | BF gz i
* Periodic testing of students to measure and evaluate development over time. . .
* Developed during 2016, with pilot testing commencing in October 2016. X i

* Ongoing testing, after minor amendments to the test, commencing in April 2017.

Prospects & Challenges

|
]
|

i

. The only English CT test specifically designed for EFL learners.

«

. Results to date indicative of a moderately difficult test of CT Skills.

x

. Will facilitate development of teaching to address weakness areas in students.

. Will guide development of faculty, and active learning practices.

h

. Obtaining adequate sample sizes at smaller institutions: a challenge.

. Strongly correlated language and CT Test scores may prove problematic.

N = B W e

——

Timeline - MIC CT Test

2015 ' 2016 [ 2017 2018

[Research - Existing Tests
|CT Skills Identification

[Test Development

2019

Pilot Test I [ | |
On-going Testing |

Test Validation

g

:Facult\r Development . |_ ’ | |
|

Preliminary Data Analysis ' [ [ ? |

Final Data Analysis

[t
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o PEREOER (FRETORE)
o 1HEROHEDI R IRY
o SRAEEOBAE, [FRO B O PR

1

3. Active Learning

Engitsh at

ILA 1st Year -

1. Reflective Writing

SEC—EORET. 2. AT i SETHES S TL o HEE R ST
BansRshadl Dok B S L — iR T IR O ST TS e E B D,
SR AN T S TATOESEICHET T AN EE . BEREONSELSERRE TEATE O LT, [EN0FSENERSE LTI Lo 0mnEnsLm

CHSCERTERLT. R E—Duslai S TR etk

S. L. BOoE o TRt TEnLIsREsh IO T. B T Lot R DT s R L,

3 FEFERETSHISOT. BaOSEENICEETELHS S SESMIC LIS, i, EWRICTOECT 2 0 0maiFSCLEERCLETT. SYEERTS oL TES
IRFEENS LB OOT. SO EEL LT DB TLEELL

1. Dwring the year of the vear, | was able 10 learn lilerature, anthropology, sociology and other subjects 1 had not thought aboul them until now. Through these
experiences, things have come to be seen from various perspectives, nol from a single point of view. Especially | think that | was able to pul the power in
the class of liberal arts.

2 1was able to attend all the classas withoul 1aking 2 braak this year | think that | triad 1o work hard 1o avoid losing Trom other children by looking up e
words | do nol understand in the class in the dictionary. However, because | have regretied subjects thai | regret not being able to produce the resulls |
thought, | would fike to study all subjects equally, so that | do not regret next year

3. Bince | am going to study abroad next year, | would like 10 alm fo posmvely talk to him in English. In aadmion, | will aim to give 200 points by TOEIC after |
sludy abroad. | think that | will broaden my hofizons by experiencing studyving abroad so 1 want 10 think aboul my job hunting lite by little.

2 Goals & Plans 4-A Mahara Page Link

1. FEEESHIRRECIERT S TUFEAL. MIc Liberal Arts:
Haan®=d. whldESEit o THEHFRERY > -
ST, COREEER TR DI o o coenees
Ly DIEL SR T L o O ESEE BT ST = Introducton to 1CT:
F=LVTE.

2 HSEEMESTICT S SV D EWmmEmic, 5T Other Courses
HIEESemR R . AW
TlE AR 7
HETETSELTLES . EOSsEET
Iofmoiid. FREEUSLeRET T, fAAY
I LR L LG SN DR, AT
ESEEECEETET L. iR RasF
ShadvolEsEs SHELTL LT E 7 = .

T, ke S oorES S L TuEE : - s o LGRS
LVET.
=3 =0T, SREETEREA S SISl T . 58 Trown S )
EOEOra o SEEEROCSERAT OO
MBS E BT T . TLTSPhE. B James: Wait Alice, i°5 3 car, Dangerous|| (CAEsisg hor ana big voica )
I ST & ICINR T e Eme st e
SEFTHoLEFLTFT . e, ST Al ‘One hour Later, m the hospital
. TOEICICRILT T o0RtGE % L T Ao =5 C b
nELEE. James: Sorry. Aliee. IT1 dad not say such a thing T would fet have done such & thing

The tuture dreams ars not clearty decided,
but 1| would like 1o lake advaniage of the
wxperience and knowledge | learmed al MIC.
Besides thal. | have a goal. That is to travel
the world using English, I'd like to wear (Eang pauel
English well in a short college life of 3 years
16 Aachieve this goal Alice: James, I'm sorry. (Smaif
For the purpose of going abroad 1o study
abroad, | was consclous of having my
opinion this fiscal year. | felt that | was able
to grow = bit because | was just dropped by
people’s opinions On tha conlrary, what |
could not do this year is studying other than
assignment After noticing something, |
reglized that ife will only be a task after a, |
have been doing It for almost a year. | mean 4-C. Soctal Sciences (Anthropology)
that | missed the opportunity | should be
able 1o improve my English skills, so | would
like to improve this life from the spring
wvacation

el b o o University of the
studying vocabulary and study abroad. And F rase r Va I Iey

Doctor We dom't know when her conec s wall come back (Low amd slow

James_ T see. Thank you

while studying abroad, | would like to learm
the culture and vales of the country In
addiion to raising my English. In addition, I'd
fike 10 study for TOEIC and go o the next
grade in 3 months after my study abroad.

AR T

Cesml . TR

L T ESSEEOEN ST CEE T Ty
WIZ0. P¥ilE B L.

BELE T AL W, S

Although | was nol studying, | was interested
n study abraad and working holiday and
wvoluntafily parficipated laclura maatings
Also, | read Hamy Polter 's book in English
and watched foreign movies o get used 1o
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In this space, students can reflect on their scores and set goals. ..

TOEIC® TEST SCORE 1st-2nd year
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LIB101 Introduction to Liberal Arts

POF

: = 4+ Autormatic Zoem »
My group’s presentation was on the social sciences. fically A
explained what anthropology, sociology, and psychology are, and among them,
I gave a presentation on psychology. There were several things that I did well
in my presentation. The other groups thought that my group’s presentation
was colorful so it was easy to see. We used not only black letters but also red
and orange letters. And also, the other groups thought that my group’s
presentation was easy to understand. We didn’t use difficult words because if
we used them, both my classmates and our group will not be able to
understand. We changed to easy words when there were difficult words. Then,
I printed out the contents of the presentation in order to help my classmates
understand.
On the other hand, there are several things I can do to improve my second
presentation. Every group wrote about our voice volume. Sometimes my voice
was too small because I didn't have confidence about my presentation. So,

next time I need to speak with a loud voice. I should also practice the
4 > 40 Tl L. - A A 1 pa—— ol £ - A

% Details

POF POF

@What is peyebolozy ?

Frycheleqy ir the scientific tudy of the mind and behemor Paychelogy
studier inchude learning and memory. MeRration and pereption. metivatien
and emetion, thinking and language, pemomaliy and sesial bebavias

il +al dlness, 3nd masy mare

Each appreach & based on 3 set of ideas of what pecple are ke, what in
smpertant te tedy and how to stedy it Seme prrcholopists g detaded
bictagical seisdies of the brain Others study bew we process infrmation.
Others amaiyze the role of evclution, and rull othery rady the infloence of
culvare and sociery

SEtymalogy
: ) The ward pepchclagy derives from Greek rosts mesming srady of the purche,
Liberal Arts Gr soul The payehe is the totality of the humas mind comscious 3nd

ABCERIHEL.

@Feycholegy’s history

Papehalegy is 2 new sciencs, with smost adrisces happeming over the pise 150
eass. However, irs orizins g= back v anciem Greece, arousd 500 B0, Ar thar
vime peyehalogy was pare of philescphy, with zreat thinkers suck as Secrates

% Details % Details

Text

» Good things
use picture,
€asy 1o see.
good information.
easy to understand.
The power point was colorful.
The information was clear.

Visual beautiful,
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GSC 101 intro to ICT

intro to ICT Presentation

Questionnair My typing speed

% Posted by Hanako Kodama on 19 july 2017

Last week, | made guestionnaires about hair,
Question 1 is that ™ Have you ever changed the color of
your hair 7. Question 2 is that " How often do you go
ta hair salon 7, Question 3 is that " Do you use a drier
7" Question 4 is that " Have you ever gota perm 7", %
Last question is that * What are some reasons you
change your hair color [ or do not change J 2", Next
week, | will ask my friends these questions,

Tima
© Add comment
{xcel test Unit 1 : Vocabulary
i Posted by Hanako Kndama on 04 july 2017, 1:30 B0 Student Word Part of Speech Definition ~
I had an excel test last week, First, | saw an answer & assist verb to help somebody to do something
page with a computer, And then, | made two charts. | 20171001 bar noun displays information about the website or program that you are using
imitated the answer page. It took me a long time. The 20171002 bottom noun the lowest or deepest part of anything.
test was difficult for me. 20171003 browser noun a program that kets you look at internet documents
20171004 button noun the user can click on or touch to choose an option
© Add comment & letter of the form and size that is used at the beginning of a sentencs
20171005 capital letter noun a name
to decide which thing or person you want out of the ones that are
Excel 20171006 choose verd avaiable
B Posted by Hanako Kodama on 2B june 2017, 1211 AM to choose a particular function or item on a computer screen, etc. by v
Last week, | done excel. And then, | made four < >

questions about cell phone. After that, | interviewed Sheett

my classmates. My questions are " What kind of your

phane ?°, " Do you inszall LINE 7, and " Do you cover Unit2 : Email
your cell phone 7 °. | was surprised. Because everyone

install LINE. And then, | made a chart with excel, Excel ~
is difficult for me. However, it is useful. .

© Add comment
Situalion 2 ;
My typing speed Subject: We can'l go to loday's party,
% Posted by Hanake Kedama an 22 Jure 2017, 1:32 PM
Helio, Anderson.
My typing speed has increased rapidly from first ime W are sormy, we can’t go 1o tonight's party because we just we have an imp
1o second time. It is noticeably to see my typing speed test tomocrow.

improving: My peak of my typing speed is 44WPM. The

speed between 12th time and 14th time is remained 1 g
steady. My typing speed from 10th time to 18th time s < >
gradually improving. My typing speed from Sth time 1o
6€th time is decreasing.
Unit 3 - Typing
© Add comment =
2 ~
5
Interview . 5
8 Posted by Hanako Kodama on 20 june 2017, 1:06 PM § ;

Last week, | did type of Harry Poter. Gradually, the g - g
speed of my type is improving. It is exciting. After that | a 1'0-'
made a question. My question was ~ What is your
blood type 7 °. And then, | interviewed my dassmate. 1% i
The blood type of A and AB was the most popular. | 1e
was surprised!! 13 o

4 14
© Add comment <. > =
Sheat!
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1 LGBTQ Prige center ‘ = ' 1 Many people cannot
2 All gender bathroom s coming out
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= To make a system to skill develop relative to course grades

RLKARTEIZ T B N..T.rauﬁﬁmﬁm.ﬁwn\ AT LD

Introduction to Religion Course Objectives Example

d—RIZZ ) ADEE

Content Objectves

" Undarstand the key belefs, storias. and practices of major word religizng

T Understand the impac! of iglgious beliel on e development of workd cullures
Language Objectives

= Develop new vicabulary related i e touise canient

- Develop oral speaking skl through class dsaissans

= Denslop eritical reading skite
ﬂ.__.%__ Thirtking Objectves

and Infer fram premises
~ Undarstand i evzluats from differsn) v and inf: I
- ldontify and categonizo mijevant miormalan to uncorsland similasites and
drfeences seTween riigious raditons

Critical thinking chjectives will be achieved through such active leaming teaching
srElages B

Active Learning Strategy Critical Thinking Otjective

2 irteracive eciures 1 Deductive | INdUctve reasaning. perspectival 1vang

 Unit reading and short 7 Dadustivn and Inductve niererce, Fempecsval Jotnson &
@533y quastions thinking, azpicsson / evaluaticn of inforraton Mork 2013

I Paraphrasing = IdeTthyirg reevant information

] [+ 1 ms & Imeirss jaig e ol thnsang

All 1%t year Self-Evaluations vs Grade Skill Development

ETOIFEDHCHERR vs REFHRICEHET 5 AFILOFRE

skl fheealopiment

—sef-evaluation

1st year Student Self-Evaluation vs Skills
fl : 1EE DB CHHE vs BEEHEN SDAF)

—Skills

—Self-evaluation

13t — 4th year Student Self-Evaluation
1~ 4 FEEOHCHIDER (F13)

Conclusion/Future Aims &8

-0 Ah years
=44 Ird years

12 Ind years
—73 1sl years

RS EOEN

To integrate the skills being developed for each eourse into the course
syllabus ) .
HREHATEAShARAFNEI—RA LT RITHATS
To write a program to automatically generate these graphs
AFNOT FIEBBAITERT AT T LERC
To develop a regular system for the students to take a self-eval
survey, e.g. Career Design class S HEAE m.mwﬂmwgnﬁrmﬁﬂ.w
SATLERRTL (B FrUTTFAoOER)
Ta recalibrate the results by providing clearer ori

take the self-e ion survey .
FEHNBEREEEE T RIS, SUBARLT T T3 FR
WTHLT BREBUET S i
To help students make the graphs for each vear for their e-portfolios
BE. PEQeR— 2T LTOTS2ERERET S
To evaluate how useful this system is for students and advisors
COURT LPRESTEAF—IcEhEERI A ETETS

before
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L 2T, D PALSCEBEOHF TEEX R D DO RFPHEITH T 2 HECREIC
DNWTEE LTz, #H%IE. AP OFT —~ 1 ~V 2RIk L7z 7L —7 b 5
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@ Mahara Open Forum 2018

. HEF:9 H 16~17 H

o BT BRI 5 100 FE2EE NR—L

e HW:APHFXETEALZ e R— 74+ U A ThHDH Mahara DFEITT, KAF AP O
BHHARE T HZ LT, AP FELZ LR I 5, 72, Mahara OWF5EE L OBEH
ERW L, HAE/DZ LT, KFED e N— b7 4 U A ~OEHMIZEL TS,

o NE I RFNEM L7 [Mahara Open Forum| (KFENAEEHLTWD e dh— b
THVFDOTAT L THDH~/NT (Mahara) OFR) [ZHE 14BN, KFEO
e "= F 7+ VA ~DOHHZHE LTz, @EHLEEE TN T2 RZET LHEFEES
WHFEE L AZMT 2 Z LN TE, FAEDFELZSET DO DO~NTIHEHOH 255
REB/DZENTE, T, KREO e R— N7+ VA ~ORFLZFE L, B
ZaBlLT, WELHES LN TE L, AEOT7 =T KIBNMTHZ LT, =
TEESTIRY IR Y CHIERESS, FEOER 2 HE IR D~ T OIEH ik
ZROES D ZENTE L, SROFRSBINTRICMAZ I, KFETO e A—
N7+ U A ~OEME FART D RO & 7o,

FHEDOERT

@ The Asian Conference on Education TO¥F—7 —~ 1 (FHEMRFEDO L) ~DEGHL%E
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#2018 Project Summary  »Symposium = AP Activities Miyazaki International College
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#2018 Highlight : Student Participation in the AP Project Miyazaki 889-1605, Japan
2018 Project Summary

MIC-AP Goals
Theme | : Active Learning (AL)

Our Acceleration Program for University Education Rebuilding
(AP) project completed its Sth year, with now only 1 year
remaining. Since our founding, "Development of Critical Thinking
through Active Learning" has been the core of our education, and
this year, in advancement of this we have created a compilation of
AL examples, implemented Critical Thinking tests, and promoted
e-portfolio use. We conducted self-assessment of students on the
basis of 40 subcategories of our Diploma Policy (DP) and
designated items addressed in each course, thereby enabling
students to approach coursework with DP achievement in mind.
Furthermore, we established an "AP Student Group",
incorporating student perspectives in our AR project to yield better I :
educational results. This group works with us toward improvement || 3 T0 Visualize learning outcomes through an e-
in AL to further increase learning outcomes in the final year. Portfolio

AP JoInt Symposlum Snapshots of Our Actlvities

On February 16, 2019 we hosted a Joint AP  FD for All Faculty
Symposium with Kansai University of International  Recent efforts in the AP project
Studies, which is also engaged in an AP projected  were explained in an all-faculty
based on Themes | and Il. Commencing with opening  FD session. This opportunity
remarks by Mr. Hiroki Hirano from MEXT, the theme of ~ promoted understanding of our
the symposium was "how to develop and visualize the  previous results and future
abilities required by society". Reiko Kosugi from the  plans. Faculty were called on
Japan Institute for Labor Policy and Training gave the  to continue to contribute to
keynote speech under the title of "Assessing  successful completion of the
Companies and Universities--Considering the Common  project

Points". 108 people, including the participants from host r = —I The English skills page
colleges, were in attendance. " “ l'l il

1. Toidentify/categorize AL teaching strategies in
use at MIC, and determine effective AL teaching
practices

2. Tocreate an AL program to improve English skills

Theme Il : Visualization of Learning Outcomes

1. To develop a critical thinking assessment tool
2. To establish a PDCA learning cycle through
rubric-based syllabi

Various pages, such as 1% year
and 2™ year pages, have been
incorporated into our e-Portfolio
repertoire. This year we added an
English skills page. By referring to
5 : this page to assess their own
il English skills and setting goals,
students can be encouraged to
study independently.

Conference & AP Symposium
As in past years, we continue to
actively externally publicize our

Naoki Nishimura, Assistant to the President of MIC, ~ fesults in  this  project,
introduced our AP project and participated in the panel presenting our efforts toward
discussion. He introduced the MIC educational system, the AP project at conferences
which has focused on global education since its ~ @d an AP Symposium and
inception, and explained how the AP project further promoting  interaction  with
advances this. The symposium was closed with a researchers and educators,
greeting from President Keiko Yamashita of MIC. 1 gaining valuable wisdom.
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Poster Presentation @ Joint Symposium

The student group presented a poster on how to realize
autonomous leamning from student perspectives.

e-Portfolio Improvements
Fy Improving the Pages that have been praviously developed
E— T

B e

zn_gm Skills =

_Devvwlaging New Paj

A" Year A

The student group discussed and presented ideas for e-Portfolio
improvemnents and developed 3rd year and 4th year pages.

Support for Freshmen

/ Suppart for Freshmen .
e -

@ ePortfolio Orientation for
Freshmen

The student group provided support to freshmen during an e-
Portfolio orientation.

Booklet on How to Engage in AL courses

Contents

+ AL teaching activities

* Target English skills

* Learning Outcomes

+ AL procedures & strsnfegje;r

The student group compiled a booklet of effective methods of
engagement in AL courses. New and existing students can refer
to this boaklet in their efforts toward autonomous learning.

( 2018 AP Major Activities
April DP Rubric Self-Assessment for Freshmen
April FD session for all faculty
April E-portfolio Orientation
April Critical Thinking Test Implementation
June FD session on how to develop CT through AL
July FD session on DP rubric
September Participation in AP Training Camp
October Presentation at the Asian Conference on
Education
December  Poster Presentation at the Kachi University AP
symposium
February Hosting Joint AP Symposium with Kansai

University of International Studies
2018 External Evaluation Committee

2018 AP Plan \
April DP Rubric Self-Assessment for Freshmen
Agpril - s Critical Thinking Test
March &  E-portfolio Orientation
*  Presentations at AP symposiums hosted by
other institutions and conferences relating
to AP project
July FD Session on AL
August Adjustment of evaluation system from the results
of the DP-Rubric
August Collecting AL Activity Examples from Faculty
December FD debriefing session to announce overall AP
efforts and outcomes up to this point
January Creating Compilation of AL Activities
February AP Joint Symposium
March Creation of the Final AP Project Report
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