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Congratulatory Address from the Chief Trustee

On this fine day when you can feel the warm breath of spring, I would like to extend my
congratulations to all of you who are graduating today. I would also like to extend my congratulations to your
families and all those who have nurtured and warmly watched over you. I would like to express my deepest
gratitude for your cooperation and understanding of Miyazaki International College.

Miyazaki Gakuen was founded in 1939 by its first Chief Trustee, Tsukehide Otsubo. The history of
Miyazaki Gakuen has been marked for 83 years through various changes and developments over the three
eras of Showa, Heisei, and Reiwa. The College was founded in 1994 by its second Chief Trustee, Hisayasu
Otsubo. Aiming to nurture human resources who can play an active role in global society, the college has been
engaged in a very advanced liberal arts education in English. In the year of our 20th anniversary, we newly
established the Faculty of Education and began to train teachers.

The educational philosophy of the institution is ""respect and diligence’. The goal of the philosophy
of "'respect and diligence"" is the growth of all human beings. In the spirit of "respect,” we have aimed for
students to respect civility and humanity, to discipline themselves, and to think firom the perspective of others.
Furthermore, in the spirit of "diligence," we aim to make a positive effort in all that we do, with both mind
and body. These are principles that call for a sincere attitude in our daily lives.

Three years ago, when no one doubted that the global community would continue to grow, we
experienced the spread of a new type of coronavirus infection. Globally, many previously unforeseen events
are occurring, such as the war between Russia and Ukraine, which has been going on for over a year, and the
earthquake in Turkey that occurred in February. It is said that the next generation is the era of VUCA, and 1
believe that we are now in the midst of VUCA, which is difficult to predict, uncertain, complex, and ambiguous.
In order to live in the coming era, I believe that we must keep hope alive and continue learning throughout
our lives. When we are faced with numerous difficult situations, there may be times when we lose hope. But
there will always be another light. I believe that a helping hand is waiting for us all. I hope that you will
continue to have hope.

And in order to live in diversity, it is essential to continue learning. I am sure that many students have
encountered moments in our global campus when their common sense is not the norm. To understand people,
to understand the times, and to contribute to a prosperous society, it is essential to continue learning
throughout one’s life. I hope that you will build on the foundation of your studies at our university and continue
to further your studies. I am always reminded of the following words of one of our graduates.

""See a landscape you have never seen before and meet a person you have never seen before.
I believe these words express the positive spirit of wanting to see new landscapes and the hopeful spirit of
wanting to meet new people. Finally, it is time to depart for a new adventure. I hope that you will see landscapes
you have never seen before and meet a new you filled with hope.
I hope that you will use your studies at Miyazaki International College to contribute to the development
of global society. In closing, I would like to express my sincere wishes for you to continue on your path with

high aspirations, and to lead a wonderful life.

March 9, 2023
Keiko Yamashita,
Chief Trustee, Miyazaki Gakuen
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