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Addpress from the President

Congratulations to all of you graduating today. On behalf of all the faculty and staff (and current
students) of MIC, I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to you. I would also like to express my
sincere gratitude and congratulations to your families who have supported and encouraged you throughout
your time at MIC. And of course, as the President of MIC, I would also like to thank all our faculty and staff. I
admire all of our graduates for their hard work and dedication despite the difficult environment imposed by the
spread of COVID-19. This hard work will not be in vain. It is said that the most memorable years of one's life
are those around the age of 20. This is especially true of your college years, so I am sure that the four years you
spent at MIC will remain in your memories for a long time to come.

1t is now two years since the first case of the novel corona virus was reported in Japan on 3 January
2020, and it shows no signs of abating. We have witnessed how quickly various strains of the virus can emerge
and spread around the world. The speed of globalization - that is to say the speed with which politics, culture
and economics are expanding on a global scale, transcending national and regional boundaries - is astonishing.
What kind of society is it that we are standing at the edge of and are about to enter? Focusing on Japan, a
declining birthrate, an ageing population, depopulation of rural areas and a widening gap between the rich and
the poor are easily foreseen. Society 5.0 proposed by the government is a system that combines cyberspace and
physical space to connect all people and things, share knowledge and information, and use artificial intelligence
(Al), robots, and automated vehicles to solve those problems of declining birthrates, aging populations, and
depopulation. The world's population is currently 7.6 billion, but is expected to reach 8.6 billion by 2030, and
a whopping 10 billion by the time you are around 80 years old, which will undoubtedly make food and resource
problems more serious.

The world is still divided into capitalist, socialist, democratic and communist countries, as well as into
developed, developing and less developed countries. These divisions have led to differences in politics,
economics, culture and values. In recent years, however, efforts to tackle global warming, environmental
problems and the decarbonization of society have given rise to the idea that the world is one international
community, or that the human race on earth is a community of shared destiny. Such a view may be the key to
solving global population, food and resource problems in the future.

Quite interestingly, there exists a small international community within MIC. This is because our
college has a diverse mixture of faculty and staff from North America, South America, Oceania, Asia and Europe,
as well as international students from many different countries. At MIC, there is also a mixture of cultures, ideas
and values, including capitalism, socialism, democracy and communism. In this small international community,
we are learning to understand different cultures and to live in harmony.

As such, MIC strives to nurture critical thinking skills in students in order to foster the ability to solve
a variety of problems. This "criticism" does not mean blaming or attacking. Nor does it mean confuting your
opponent, as in a debate. This can often be misinterpreted, resulting in "reflexive, dogmatic judgements" that
can hurt others. Defamation on social networking sites is a prime example of this. The critical thinking skills
that we nurture are not about believing without doubting what you are told, but about making judgements and
decisions by assessing the facts and examining your own thought processes. In particular, it means that in the
decision-making process, we carefully examine whether we have enough data for our analysis, whether the data
is reliable, and whether our thinking and decision-making processes are logical. There is a high risk in simply
relying on information from the internet, and a high risk in deciding at an early stage that the other side has
made a mistake.

Last but not least, the diploma that [ have conferred to you today certifies that we are confident that
you are ready to be sent out to the world. Some of you may think that your studies in life start in primary and
secondary schools and end at college. The independent and active learning methods you have been taught in
MIC aimed to instill in you the attitude and the methods needed to continue your studies in society. The critical
thinking skills mentioned earlier engendered in you the ability to make objective and correct judgements and
decisions in society. These skills are meaningless if you do not continue to use them after you leave us. I hope
that you will continue to study and maintain a spirit of learning regardless of your future workplace.

1 also hope you realize that being given the opportunity to take on your future challenges is a privilege.
I wish you all the best.

Once again, congratulations to you all.

March 11, 2022
Noboru Murakami,

President, Miyazaki International College
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