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Congratulatory Address from the Chief Trustee

On this fine spring day, I would like to extend my congratulations to all of you who are graduating
today. My heartfelt compliments to all of you. I would also like to extend my congratulations to your families
and all those who have nurtured and warmly watched over you. Furthermore, 1 would like to express my deepest
gratitude to Miyazaki International College for its cooperation and understanding.

Miyazaki Gakuen was founded in 1939 by its first chief trustee, Sukehide Otsubo. The institution has
etched a place in history spanning 82 years lived through diverse changes and developments over the three eras
of Showa, Heisei, and Reiwa. The College was founded in 1994 by Miyazaki Gakuen’s second chief trustee,
Hisayasu Otsubo. Aiming to nurture human resources who can play an active role in global society, the
university has provided an exceptionally advanced liberal arts education in English. In 2014, the 20th
anniversary of the founding of the College, the School of Education was newly established as a program for the
development of teachers. The educational philosophy our institution is "Respect and Diligence”. The aim the
educational philosophy " Respect and Diligence" is the nurturing of our students as human beings. In the spirit
of "Respect," we strive to have students respect civility and humanity, to discipline themselves, and to think from
the perspective of others. Furthermore, in the spirit of "Diligence", we guide our students to apply their hearts,
minds, and bodies into making positive efforts in all that they do. These principles call for approach and live
our daily lives with sincerity.

Two years ago, when no one doubted that global society would continue to develop, we experienced
the spread of a new type of coronavirus infection. This has dramatically changed your college lives. In the face
of numerous difficulties, you have successfully found solutions and continued to seek new paths. It is through
such efforts that you have reached today's graduation day. I believe that you really did your best. There will be
contributions to society that only those of you who experienced the Coronavirus crisis can make. And as you go
about your lives playing leading roles in the Reiwa era, which is said to be difficult to predict, you will have to
make various choices in order to cope with future changes. To those of you who are about to enter society, 1
offer the words of Reinhold Niebuhr, an American theologian, which gives us some insight into how to handle
those situations where we must make choices.

“God, give us grace to accept with serenity the things that cannot be changed, Courage to change the
things which should be changed, and the Wisdom to distinguish the one from the other.”

Give us the courage to change, the calmness to accept what we cannot change, and the wisdom to
discern what conclusions to draw. These are the things I believe will be required of all of you as you enter
society.

In closing, I would like to say, "See landscapes you have never seen before, and encounter a self you
have never known before. It is finally time to embark on your journeys to new worlds.

1 hope that your studies at Miyazaki International College will contribute to the development of global
society. Finally, please accept my sincerest wishes for a wonderful life.

March 11, 2022
Keiko Yamashita,

Chief Trustee, Miyazaki Gakuen



