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Address from the President

On behalf of the faculty, staff and current students, I would like to extend my heartfelt
congratulations to all of our graduates. I would also like to express my sincere appreciation and
congratulations to your families and the relatives who have supported and encouraged you to this
today. In addition, as president of the university, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the
faculty and staff of the College.

It has been three years since the beginning of the spread of the new strain of coronavirus,
and although it has not yet been confirmed, we expect to see the threat level lowered to category
five, the same as seasonal influenza, in May of this year. So far, the cumulative number of infected
people worldwide is estimated to be about 320 million, and the cumulative number of deaths to be
5.53 million. Since the population of Miyazaki Prefecture is approximately 1.1 million, this means
that a tremendous number of lives have been lost. Why have so many lives been lost? It seems to me
that this coronavirus infection is less a disease that is transmitted from person to person, than it is
a disease that people transmit to others. Perhaps if each of us had made efforts to prevent infection,
a significant number of people would have continued to live. I would like all of you to keep in mind
that the wearing of masks during the coronavirus outbreak was an expression of concern for others.

Now, all of you graduates have really done the best you could, given the inconvenient and
uncertain environment created by the coronavirus disaster. Rest assured that such hard work will
never be in vain. It is said that the most lasting memories of our lives are those around the age of
20, when our brains are in the midst of an adolescent explosion, so these four years at this college
will remain in your memories for years to come.

By the way, the spread of the coronavirus around the world has made us keenly aware of the
speed of globalization and the large amount of logistics and human interaction in the world. What
kind of society will we be entering in the future? In Japan, the birthrate is declining and the
population is aging at an ever-increasing rate. Imagine what this means for your future. The
declining birthrate and aging population will reduce both production and consumption due to a
shortage of labor and consumers, thus shrinking the size of the Japanese economy and reducing its
international competitiveness. The social security system and pensions, including increased medical
and nursing care costs, will shrink, meaning that not only regional communities but also Japan as
a whole will be in a financial crisis, and the local economy will be unsustainable.

It is such a society that you will be facing. The technological revolution in artificial
intelligence (Al), robotics, and self-driving cars will help to maintain a certain level of jobs. And,
as typified by Society 5.0, our lifestyles will change dramatically as systems that highly integrate
cyberspace and physical space become pervasive. Under such circumstances, it will be important
for us to understand other cultures, to think of the world as one, or of humanity living on the earth
as a community of destiny, and to create a world of interdependence. When that time comes, 1

strongly expect you, our graduates, to lead the way. It is with this in mind that we have chosen



"Miyazaki International University, a bridge between Miyazaki and the world" as the slogan and
catchphrase for Miyazaki International University.

Last but not least, the diploma we are conferring upon you today is a certificate that proves
that you will be able to make it in the world. Some of you may think that your studies in life end at
elementary, junior high, and high school, and then at university. The proactive and active learning
methods you learned at university taught you how to study on your own, and the critical thinking
skills taught you the ability to make objective and correct judgments and decisions in society. These
are meaningless unless you continue to apply these skills in society.

I hope that you will continue to study and maintain your spirit of learning in whatever
workplace you find yourself in, and I hope that you will consider it a privilege to take on challenges
and do your best to stay healthy.

Congratulations on your achievement today.

March 9, 2023
Noboru Murakami

President, Miyazaki International College
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